
  

   

  

  

 

  

    

   

    
  

     
     

        
       

   

 

  
     

   
   

  

    
    

   
    

    
  

 

Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2015-16 Reply Serial No. 

DEVB(W)095 
CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY 

(Questi on Seri al No. 0813) 

Head: (60) Highways Department 

Subhead (No. & title): Not specified 

Programme: (4) Technical Services 

Controlling Officer: Director of Highways (K K LAU) 

Director of Bureau: Secretary for Development 

Question: 

Under “Matters Requiring Special Atte ntion” in the coming ye ar, the Go vernment 
highlighted that more greening and “enhanced maintenance of ve getation for roadside 
slopes and express ways” are to be undertaken. Ho we ver, under the indicators, the 
respective areas of “l and pro vide d wit h ve getation mainte nance service” for the current and 
coming years are both 1 095 hectares. Is there any contradiction between the two ? If not, 
what are the details of more greening and enhanced maintenance of vegetation? 

Asked by: Hon HO Chun-yan, Albert (Member Question No. 36) 

Reply: 

The vegetate d area currently maintained by the Highways Department measures 1 095 
hectares in total size. This total si ze is e xpected to increase gradually as ne w ve getated 
areas are formed under highways projects and handed o ver to the departme nt for 
maintenance. Ho we ver, t he total area of the ve getated are as is not expected to increase 
substantially in 2015. 

Despite the small increase in completed ne w ve getated areas in 2015, the Highways 
Department will continue to look for greening o pportunities pro vi ded in road wor ks projects 
in the pl anni ng and design stages wit h an aim to further e nhancing the greenery of the 
environme nt. The Highways Department will also enhance maintenance of vegetated areas 
by replacement of planting with more native tree species at appropriate locations in order to 
increase ecological value as far as practicable. 

- End - 
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